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Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Bound Black Wench is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The publication promotes and supports the exploitation of children or young persons 
for sexual purposes, the use of violence and coercion to compel a female to submit to 
sexual conduct, and acts of torture and the infliction of extreme cruelty. To promote 
and support these activities deems the publication objectionable under s3(2) of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (the FVPC Act). 

The publication is a book mainly containing a fictional story describing sexual activities 
in consensual and non-consensual contexts. The book promotes and supports the 
activities listed above by presenting them in explicit, titillatory detail for the purpose of 
reader sexual stimulation, and by advertising other books with titles indicating themes 
of a similar nature available for the same purpose. The other titles include Young 
Boys for Teacher and Young Slit Slurpers. In the main story a young female slave of 
an unspecified age but presented as a girl perhaps in her early teens endures a 
prolonged assault by her adult male buyer. During the assault the girl is forcibly 
restrained, whipped, vaginally, anally and orally raped, and subjected to other mental 
and emotional cruelty. She is repeatedly described as bleeding and bruised. By the 
conclusion she is so damaged she passes out from pain while the male forces sexual 
conduct on her. The male is described as deriving pleasure and sexual arousal from 
her fear and discomfort. 

In addition, the writing makes such repetitive use of derogatory labels and stereotypes 
historically applied to people of African descent, not only in period character dialogue 
but also in general narrative where the reader is an observer, that the publication 
appears to support or condone discriminatory attitudes toward African people. 

Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) as they relate to this publication. Section 3(2) of the 
FVPC Act is determined to apply, which is a deeming provision intended to limit the 
freedom of expression affirmed in si 4 of the NZBR Act. This limit is prescribed by 
law, and demonstrably justified in this decision. 
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